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436 NOTES. 

p. 275). Again, we read (p. 486) of "things that brought a distinct 
sense of familiarity, but no trace of anything like memory ; " cf. the 
discussion following, and especially the wild-rose bush incident on p. 
489. All this agrees admirably with the laboratory analyses of 're- 
duced' recognition or direct apprehension {Outline, p. 278), and of 
organic memory {Ibid., p. 293;. 

The value of work of this kind can hardly be overestimated. It 
emphasizes the oneness of psychology, by whatever method we ap- 
proach the problems of mind. 

E. B. T. 
Fluctuation of Tonbs. 

Mr. H. O. Cook found, in opposition to Dr. W. Heinrich, that liminal 
tonal stimuli show the intensive variations known as ' fluctuations of 
attention' (Xois, Journal , October, 1899, pp. 119 ff.). Dr. Heinrich has 
just published a new investigation upon the subject {De la Constance 
de perception des tons purs a la limite d'audibiliti, in the Bulletin 
international de Vacadeniie des sciences de Cracovie, Jan., 1900, pp. 37 
ff.). He finds that pure tones {i. e., tones free from all admixture of 
noise) do not fluctuate ; the fluctuations in Mr. Cook's experiments 
were due to the presence of noises, " bruits k peine perceptibles." 

Dr. Heinrich's result is surprising, in view of the introspective verdict 
that the tone, heard as tone, fluctuates. It must, however, be accepted 
as the last experimental work upon the subject. Meantime, we had 
ourselves planned (and have begun) a continuation of Mr. Cook's in- 
vestigation, with purer tone sources. We shall return to the question 
as soon as a result, positive or negative, has been reached. It is need- 
less to say that the issue is one of high theoretical importance. 

E. B. T. 



COMMUNICATION. 



The following letter, written without thought of publication, is 
printed by the author's permission. It was the second addressed to 
the editor in response to a second urgent letter from him requesting a 
sitting with Mrs. Piper. It is printed here with the thought that it 
may interest and inform other psychologists who may seek interviews. 

Boston, Mass., Feb. 24, 1900. 
Dear Dr. Hall: 

In reply to your further letter of Feb. 23rd, I fear that my previous 
letter, perhaps owing to its brevity, did not sufficiently explain the 
situation as regards Mrs. Piper. I shall describe it in further detail 
as it purports to be from the point of view of the communicators 
through Mrs. Piper's trance. 

In the attempt to get proof of personal identity from the Rev. W. 
Stainton Moses, who died in 1893, I came into relation with certain 
intelligences that claimed to have been the chief spirit instructors of 
Stainton Moses for some years during his life time, and whom he called 
by the names Imperator, Doctor, Rector, etc. Imperator was alleged 
to be the leader and general supervisor in connection with the super- 
normal experiences of Stainton Moses, accounts of which will be found 
in the Proceedings S. P. R., Parts XXV and XXVII. Imperator, 
communicating through Mrs. Piper's trance, very soon claimed and 
assumed the supervision of the trances. I definitely agreed to this 
supervision. For a number of years prior to this time I practically 
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made such arrangements as I pleased as regards the introduction of 
fresh persons to sittings with Mrs. Piper. Imperator stated that it was 
impossible that the best work could be achieved from their side under 
such conditions, that Mrs. Piper's organism regarded as a machine had 
been "battered and worn," that it needed much repairing, that the 
utmost care must be taken as regards the persons introduced on the 
earthly side, and the persons allowed to use the machine from the so- 
called spirit side. For the purpose of securing proper conditions, 
Imperator claimed that they on their side could alone decide what 
persons should be allowed to communicate, as they alone could deter- 
mine what conditions might be beneficial to, and what injurious to the 
machine. General experimenting by persons on this side was prohib- 
ited. Opportunities have been given for the introduction of fresh 
persons to the trance. These, however, have been few in number. 
The introduction of fresh persons at the present time has been abso- 
lutely prohibited. Imperator has stated that the conditions are such 
that it would interfere with the work which they have to do in im- 
proving the machine and in other matters if fresh sitters were now 
introduced. All this has been explicitly laid down without any doubt, 
and I am bound by my agreement. 

This Imperator regime began at the latter part of January, 1897, and 
I refer you to section 7 of my report in Part XXXIII of our Proceed- 
ings, entitled "Recent Changes in Mrs. Piper's Trance," pp. 407-12. 

During my year's absence in England, from September, 1897, to Sep- 
tember, 1898, various fresh persons were allowed to have sittings be- 
sides a group of persons who were previously familiar with Mrs. 
Piper's trance. Later on, however, after my return here, a much 
closer restriction was exercised by Imperator. Only about half a dozen 
fresh persons were allowed to go at all during last season, and at the 
present time no fresh persons are allowed to be introduced. 

I have had, I think, hundreds of applicants for sittings during the 
past year. I have had four new applications besides your own this week. 

Several persons have had the opportunity of having sittings about 
once a fortnight, and Mrs. Piper goes into trance now usually only 
three times a week. It is probable that later on even this small group 
of persons will be restricted. 

Briefly, once more then, the situation is that the matter at present 
is out of my direct control. I have agreed, so to speak, to let Imper- 
ator manage the machine. Absolutely explicit instructions have been 
laid down by Imperator that no persons shall be admitted to the sit- 
tings except as appointed by him. It is not likely that any fresh per- 
sons will be allowed to have sittings in the future at any time, except 
such as are in special grief for the recent loss of near friends or rel- 
atives. 

As to the general wisdom of this management by Imperator, I have 
myself personally no doubt. It would, however, take me too long to 
explain my view of the situation at length in a letter. I refer you 
again to section 7 of my report in Part XXXIII for some suggestions 
in this direction, which I expect to work out more fully in later 
reports. 

From my own point of view, Mrs. Piper's organism as a medium of 
communication from the other side to this represents an extremely 
delicate machine, which is likely to get out of order unless the utmost 
care is taken as regards the conditions. This is not realized by the 
ordinary person ; and yet we know well that even in cases which are 
probably enormously less complex, absolute exclusion is necessary. 
There are, e. g., machines used in physical experiments which are 
isolated in such a way that observers are not permitted to even enter 
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the room in which the machine is placed. And yet persons who are 
completely ignorant of the conditions, both general and special, under 
which the communications through Mrs. Piper come, actually feel 
aggrieved that they cannot in succession try their apprentice hands 
and the apprentice hands of their spirit friends at the working of such 
a complicated and delicate machine as Mrs. Piper's organism. 
Yours sincerely, 

R. Hodgson. 
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